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EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT REPORT
By Janice Ficarrotto
FAEC Executive VP

S

pring is quickly approaching and registration has already begun
for the Annual Spring Conference being held at the Omni Hotel
at beautiful Champion’s Gate here in Orlando. Event brochures
have already been mailed and early indications are this will be another great event.
Your response to this year’s dues
billing has been overwhelming!
Thank you so much for all your
continued support and participation. Over 75% of our members
paid their 2007 dues by February
1st—even with the dues increase.
Our Board struggled this year with
the decision to increase the dues
slightly, but increasing costs forced
our hand.
In reviewing our
re c o rds, we find the last dues
increase was AT LEAST ten years
ago! It seems all costs have risen
except for our dues. Based on that
premise, we felt the increase was
needed in order to continue our level of service to the members. Hats
off to you all for such outstanding support! Remember, this is YOUR
association! In order to get anything out of it, you must participate.
If you haven’t as yet reviewed the spring conference agenda, take a
look! We’ve got a great line-up of both technical and business classes all approved for CE Credit. I’ve done something a bit different this

conference. I put in a “Let’s Talk” networking session for
Contractors-only moderated by our State President, Mike Cauthen.
So many times I’ve had members tell me that the most valuable information they obtain at the conferences is for just “networking” with
fellow contractors. So, Katie bar
the door and anything and everything is open for discussion—
except pricing—in this session.
Hope you can join us.
In closing, I am once again asking
for volunteers. FAEC has several
committees we could use some help
with. The Legislative Committee
can always use help and so can the
membership committee.
Both
these committees are the life-line
of our organization. The “fun”
committees—the auction committee and the special events commitImage courtesy of the Omni Orlando tee—can also use some input; I
Resort at ChampionsGate
chair both those committees and
would love input for some new, fresh event ideas.
Please call me if you have an interest in serving on a committee and
helping out. Again, I hope we see you this April at the Omni Hotel
for the Spring Conference. Thank you all, once again, for being so
wonderful!

FAEC BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP I N C L U D E :
• A Voice in the Legislative Process through
a full-time lobbyist in Tallahassee.
• An Annual “Spring Conference” &
“Fall Convention” offering Continuing Education
classes relative to license renewal.
• The official publication of FAEC — The “Contactor”
bringing you up-to-date on association
information and industry news.

• A Group Major Medical Insurance Program.
• A General Liability Insurance Program.
• An Annual Membership Directory.
• “Legislative Alerts” distributed throughout the session
to keep you abreast of industry concerns.
• The opportunity to interact with fellow contractors to
share industry concerns and discuss industry issues.

Join With An Elite Group...
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FAEC LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Governor Crist
Signs Comprehensive
Insurance Bill

G

overnor Crist signed the far-reaching property insurance bill
which was passed by the Legislature in Special Session on
January 22nd. The Governor said, “Help is on the way! We have heard
the calls for help from Floridians suffering from high insurance rates.”
In my 25 years of lobbying in Tallahassee, I have never witnessed
the amount of political pressure by the public which was brought upon
the legislature for relief from spiraling increases in windstorm insurance. Both Democrat and Republican legislators felt the pressure. The
bi-partisan cooperation was unprecedented. The final bill was passed
unanimously in the Florida Senate and had only two dissenting votes in
the Florida House of Representative.

What Does The Bill Do?
The bill could lower premiums between 5% and 40%. Critics of the
measure warn that the premium decreases are obtained by shifting the
risk to taxpayers who would be assessed for deficits in the state-run
Citizens Insurance when the next mega-storm hits. The bill does the
following:

Lowers Rates
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Allows property owners to exclude windstorm coverage from
their policies.
Allows policyholders to exclude contents coverage.
Removes the requirement that Citizens Property Insurance
Corp charge the highest premiums in the state.
Repeals Citizen’s January 1, 2007 rate increase and freeze
rates at the December 31, 2006 level.
Eliminates the cap on deductibles so a homeowner can
choose a deductible other than the standard 2%, 5% or 10%
in current law. However, the policyholder must execute a
written statement demonstrating understanding and intent,
and must obtain approval by a lender if the deductible is
more than 10% on a home valued under $500,000.
Allows non-homestead properties to be eligible for Citizens
coverage effective March 1, 2007.
Authorizes Citizens to write multi-peril policies in the wind
storm pool, which will result in a direct decrease in
premiums for at least 110,000 policyholders.

Protects Policyholders
•

•

•

Requires all Florida-only insurance company subsidiaries to
have a surplus of at least $50 million in liquid assets to help
ensure that policyholders receive payment whey they need it.
Requires insurance companies to evaluate the hurricanesecurity of a structure rather than the date of construction
when determining risk and establishing premiums. Age of
the home may not be used as the sole reason for rejection of
coverage.
Requires insurance companies to give at least 100 days
written notice, or written notice by June 1, whichever is
earlier, for any non-renewal, cancellation or termination of a

•

•

homeowners policy that would be effective between June 1
and Nov. 30.
Requires insurance companies to expedite payment of claims
following a storm. Insurers must pay or deny a property
insurance claim within 90 days of noticed of the claim with
an exception for factors beyond the control of the insurer.
Prohibits excess profits by property insurers.

Expands The Market
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

Requires any insurance company that writes homeowners
policies in other states and writes auto insurance in Florida
to sell homeowners insurance in Florida effective Jan 1,
2008.
Allows Citizens to write statewide commercial insurance
policies and to determine policy limits and premiums.
Allows Citizens to sell traditional homeowners policies to
350,000 customers who currently buy only windstorm
coverage from Citizens.
Enables insurance companies to purchase additional backup
insurance from the state’s Hurricane Catastrophe Fund at
rates lower than on the private reinsurance market.
Repeals a law that had called for insurers to pay extra into
the fund to build up its reserves.
Allows state regulators to waive a deposit requirement for
foreign-based reinsurance companies to lure more world
wide reinsures to sell coverage to Florida companies.
Expands the right of Citizens to impose assessments on
other lines of insurance in the event of a deficit in Citizens.

Panhandle Exemption In Building Code Eliminated
•

•

Requires the Florida Building Commission to adopt the
wind-borne-debris protection requirements of the
International Building Code (2006) and the International
Residential Code (2006) within the wind-borne–debris
region as defined by those codes.
Requires local jurisdictions to immediately enforce these
requirements pending adoption by the Commission.

Conclusion
The Governor and the Legislature believe that this bill is a “first step”
and additional reforms will be considered in the Regular Session which
begins March 6, 2006. The expansion of Citizen’s right to assess other
lines of insurance for deficits causes concern. Citizen’s now writes about
a third of all the windstorm policies in Florida. Essentially all these policies are in the coastal areas. Since 70% of Florida residents live near the
coast, some critics have argued that the expansion of the potential
Citizens assessment shifts the risk to inland residents. If Florida has
minimal storms in the next couple of years, this bill will probably deliver the reductions in premiums projected. In a way, the Legislature is
“calling the bluff” of the insurance industry in its assertion that punitive
regulation will cause more companies to abandon the Florida market.
Desperate situations such as the skyrocketing insurance premiums call
for bold action. As Governor Crist said, “ With this legislation, the
powerless have become the powerful, and the credit goes to the people
of Florida for letting their voices be heard.”
Rick Watson
PO Box 10038, Tallahassee, FL 32302
(850) 222-0000, (850) 222-9059 (fax), (850) 591-4770 (cell)
rick@rwatsonandassociates.com (email)
www.rwatsonandassociates.com (website)
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SERIES PART 4 REPORT
By Mike Holt, NEC Expert

GROUNDING

VERSUS BONDING

Part 4 [Based on the 2005 NEC]

Grounding and Bonding of
Separately Derived AC Systems
When you hear “separately derived systems
(SDS), do you automatically think of generators? If you don’t work with generators, you
may think SDS is not relevant to you.
However, that thought may conflict with the
reality of your situation.
Here’s a frequently overlooked fact: All transformers, except autotransformers, are separately derived. This is because the primary circuit conductors have no direct electrical connection to the secondary circuit conductors.

(A)(5)]. We also learned this rule provides an
exception for SDS, if you follow the requirements of 250.30(A)(1).
Bonding the metal parts of the SDS
to the secondary grounded neutral terminal—
by installing a system bonding jumper—
ensures quick removal of dangerous voltage
from a secondary ground fault. Opening the
overcurrent protection device of the secondary
circuit [250.2(A)(3)] accomplishes this
removal.
FIGURE 2

Here’s another frequently overlooked fact: Not
all generators are separately derived. A generator supplying a transfer switch that opens the
grounded neutral conductor or if there is no
grounded neutral conductor is separately
derived [250.20(D) FPN 1]. See Figure 1. But
often generator setups don’t switch the
grounded neutral conductor in the transfer
switch.
FIGURE 1

• Connects the equipment grounding
conductors of the SDS (metal case)
to the grounded neutral conductor
(typically the X0 terminal).
• Connect the system bonding jumper,
per 250.28(A) through (D), and size it
based on the derived phase conductors.

System Bonding Jumper
In Part 3 of this series, we learned you can’t
make neutral-to case (load side) bonds [250.24
6

Question:
What size system
bonding jumper do
you need for a 45
kVA transform e r,
where the secondary conductors are
3/0 AWG?
(a) 4 AWG
(b) 3 AWG
(c) 2 AWG
(d) 1 AWG
Answer: (a) 4 AWG (Table 250.66).
Where you run an equipment bonding jumper
to the secondary system disconnecting means,
size it per Table 250.66 based on the area of the
largest ungrounded secondary conductor.

System Bonding Jumper:

To determine if you have an SDS, start with
the definition given in Article 100. An SDS is a
premises wiring system whose power derives
from a source other than a service. It also has
no direct electrical connection (including a
solidly grounded circuit conductor) to supply
conductors originating from another system
(Figure 2).

u n g rounded secondary
conductor [250.28(D)].

• Install the system bonding jumper at
only one location. Either at the
source or the first system disconnecting
means or over current device.
Dangerous objectionable current will flow on
conductive metal parts of electrical equipment,
metal piping, and structural steel—in violation
of 250.6(A)—if you improperly install the
system bonding jumper at both the SDS and
the secondary system disconnecting means
(Figure 3).

Size Matters
Size the system bonding jumper per Table
250.66 based on the area of the larg e s t
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Question: What size secondary equipment
bonding jumper do you need for a nonmetallic
raceway containing 600 kcmil secondary conductors?
(a) 1 AWG (b) 1/0 AWG
(c) 2/0 AWG (d) 3/0 AWG
Answer: (b) 1/0 AWG (Table 250.66).
Where you run SDS conductors in parallel,
install a secondary equipment bonding
jumper in each raceway (or cable) and size it
per Table 250.6 based on the area of the
largest ungrounded secondary conductor
[250.102(C)].
FIGURE 3

SERIES PART 4 REPORT
Grounding Electrode
Conductor (GEC)
For each SDS, ground the grounded neutral
terminal (typically X0) to a suitable grounding
(earthing) electrode of a type identified in
250.30(A)(7). Size the secondary system
grounding (earthing) electrode conductor per
250.66 based on the total area of the largest
ungrounded secondary conductor.
To prevent objectionable current flow in metal
parts of electrical equipment, metal piping, and
structural steel, terminate the GEC to the
same point on the SDS where you installed the
system bonding jumper.
Note the exceptions:
• Where the system bonding jumper
[250.30(A)(1)] is a wire or busbar,
you can terminate the GEC to the
equipment grounding terminal bar
or bus on the metal enclosure of the
SDS (Figure 4).
• Where the SDS originates in listed
equipment suitable as service
equipment, you can use the GEC
from the service or feeder
equipment to the same grounding
electrode as the GEC for the SDS—
if it meets the size requirements.
• You do not need to ground (earth)
SDS rated 1 kVA (1,000 VA) or less.
But you must install a system
bonding jumper per 250.30(A)(1), to
ensure the clearing of ground-faults.
FIGURE 4

Connect grounding (earthing) electrode tap
conductors to the GEC without splicing the
common GEC. Install the GEC per 250.64—
the basic requirements are that the GEC be:
• Copper, where within 18 in. of earth
[250.64(A)].
• Securely fastened to the surface on
which it’s carried [250.64(B)].
• Adequately protected, if exposed to
physical damage [250.64(B)].

If you run the GEC in metal enclosures, make
them electrically continuous from the point of
attachment to cabinets (or equipment) to the
GEC [250.64(E)]. Bond building structural
steel and all metal piping to an eff e c t i v e
ground-fault current path, per 250.104(D).
If you have multiple SDS, you can ground
the grounded neutral terminal (X0) of each
SDS to a common GEC. But, the GEC and
grounding (earthing) electrode tap must comply with 250.30(A)(4)(a) through (c) (Figure 5).
We can summarize those as:
(a) Common GEC Size. The common
GEC must not be smaller than 3/0
AWG copper or 250 kcmil aluminum.
(b) Tap Conductor Size. Size each
grounding (earthing) electrode tap per
250.66 based on the largest separately
derived ungrounded conductor of the
SDS.
(c) Connections. Make grounding
(earthing) electrode tap connections at
an accessible location with a listed
connector or an exothermic weld.
Another option: use listed connections
to busbars not less than 1/4 x 2 in. If
using aluminum busbars, comply with
250.64(A).

Grounding (Earthing) Electrode
Terminate the GEC to a grounding (earthing)
electrode as close as possible—and preferably
in the same area as—the system bonding
jumper. The grounding (earthing) electrode
must be the nearest:
• Metal water pipe electrode, as
specified in 250.52(A)(1), or
• Structural metal electrode, as
specified in 250.52(A)(2)

•

Other metal underground systems,
piping systems, or underground tanks
[250.52(A)(7)].

Observe the FPN in 250.30(7), to ensure quick
removal of dangerous voltage from a ground
fault. Bond metal water piping and structural
steel in the area served by an SDS to the
grounded neutral conductor at the SDS, per
250.104(D).
FIGURE 5

Grounded Neutral Conductor
If you install the system bonding jumper at the
secondary system disconnecting means instead
of at the source of the SDS, follow these
requirements this graphic omitted:
• Routing and Sizing. Route the
grounded neutral conductor with the
secondary conductors, and size it not
smaller than specified in Table 250.66
based on the largest ungrounded
conductor for the SDS.
• Parallel Conductors. If you install the
secondary conductors in parallel, size
the grounded neutral secondary
conductor in each raceway or cable
based on the area of the largest
ungrounded secondary conductor in
the raceway.

If neither of these electrodes is available, use
one of the following:
• Concrete-encased electrode encased
by not less than 2 in. of concrete,
You cannot size the grounded neutral secondlocated within (and near the bottom
of) a concrete foundation (or footing) ary conductor smaller than 1/0 AWG [310.4].
Remember, the grounded neutral conductor
in direct contact with earth. This
foundation must contain not less than serves as the effective ground-fault current
path.
20 ft of electrically conductive steel
reinforcing bars (or rods) not less
Because SDS are pervasive, it’s important
than 1/2 in. in diameter
to know—and correctly implement—SDS
[250.52(A)(3)].
• A ground ring encircling the building requirements. A mistake in the grounding and
bonding of an SDS can prevent the clearing of
or structure, buried not less than 30
a fault and it can allow dangerous potential to
in. below grade. It must contain not
build on metal parts of the electrical system.
less than 20 ft of bare copper
Your new knowledge of SDS grounding and
conductor not smaller than 2 AWG
bonding requirements allows you to prevent
[250.52(A)(4) and 250.53(F)].
• A ground rod having not less than 8 ft both problems.
of contact with the soil [250.52(A)(5)
and 250.53(G)].
SPRING 2007 Florida Association of Electrical Contractors 7

Wednesday, April 11, 2007
3:00-5:00 p.m. Registration & check in for
early member arrivals. Members can stop by
and pick up their registration Packages and
familiarize themselves with the hotel.

Thursday, April 12, 2007
8:00-5:00 p.m.
Member Registration &
check in. Members can stop by and pick up
their registration packages anytime during the
day.
9:00-11:00 a.m. Committee Meetings – An
informal meeting of the various FAEC committees to discuss their activities including plans and
goals for this year along with preparation of committee agendas for presentation at the 3:00 p.m.
Board of Director’s meeting.
3:00-5:00 p.m. Spring Board of Directors
Meeting. This is the Spring meeting of the FAEC
State Board of Directors. Open to all attending.
5:00-On Open evening for visiting area restaurants, shops or taking a shuttle over to one of the
parks for dinner.

Friday, April 13, 2007
8:00-5:00 pm. Registration Desk Open – Staff
will be available to help with member check-in
and questions.
8:15-9:15 a.m.
CLASS I with Continental
Breakfast – ECLB# 0000632 W “Worker’s
Compensation Update” -1 HR MANDATORY CE
For License Renewal. Presented by Jeff Reed,
Federated Insurance. Jeff will be on hand to
review and discuss the 2007 worker’s comp issues
addressed during this year’s session and cover
insurance related issues in-depth.
9:30-10:30 a.m. CLASS II – ECLB #0007624
“Lighting & Life Safety” 1 HR CE T-Technical credit necessary for license renewal, presented by
Allen Weiss, PE, LC, Sesco Lighting, Winter Park,

Fl. This program will address the life safety
requirements regarding egress emergency lighting and exit sign lighting for the State of Florida.
Items to be covered include Florida Building
Code, the Life Safety Code 101(2003) and the
NFPA-National Electric Code (2005).
10:45-11:45 a.m. CLASS II – ECLB #0007632:
“Sustainable Lighting Design” -1 HR-Technical (T)
CE Necessary for License Renewal. Presented
by Allen Weiss, PE,LC, Sesco Lighting, Wi n t e r
Park, Fl. This program will cover the meaning of
light pollution light trespass, sky glow and glare,
ways to control light pollution, sky glow and glare
in outdoor lighting applications with an emphasis
on Illuminating Engineering Society cut-off classifications. Also, design issues surrounding and the
existing and proposed legislation controlling the
lighting of Sea Turtle areas in the State of Florida
concluding with the lighting design and submission requirements of LEED credit 8 (sustainable
site).
10:30-10:45 a.m. Refreshment Break – Time
for a quick “pick me up” with fresh juice, coffee
and granola bars.
9:30-12:00 Noon
Spouse Class – A special
event for our spouses to keep them entertained
while contractors are busy with classes.
12:00-1:00 CLASS III – ECLB #0000786: “Work
Place Safety” - 1 HR-Safety (S), CE Necessary for
License Renewal. Presented by Jeff Reed,
Federated Insurance. An update on OSHA
Safety Regulations and Standards as to how they
relate to the electrical contracting industry.
Lunch will be served for all attendees
1:30-3:30 CLASS IV – ECLB# Pending Approval:
2 HRS CE- Technical (T) “2007 NEC Code
Update,” presented by Mike Freiner, Brite Future
Electric, Ocoee, Fl. Mike’s presentation will
include a complete update on the changes in
the 2007 National Electrical Code as compared
to the previous code. Chapter’s 1 through 5 will
be covered with emphasis on Article 110, 210,
250, 300, 312, 314, 330, 356, 366 and 590. An
important update you won’t want to miss.
3:30-5:00 “LET’S TALK”-A contractors networking session. An open, informal “roundtable” session for candid contractor discussion
including issues such as labor, material supplies,
trends in the industry, licensing, apprenticeship
training, wages, etc. You are free to bring forth
any issue you would like to discuss with fellow
contractors. THIS SESSION IS LIMITED TO CONT R AC TOR OWNERS ONLY. Moderator, Mike
Cauthen, FAEC President and Legislative
Chairman.
6:30-9:30 p.m.
Theme Party Dinner and
Entertainment – A fun-filled Sock Hop event
complete with Hoola Hoop Contest, Twist
Contest, Bubble Gum Blowing Contest, dancing, and the silent auction to help raise funds for
our 2008 Legislative activities. Come prepared to

laugh a bunch, enjoy a great evening of socializing and take home some great prizes! Also
prizes will be awarded for the best dressed 50’s
Couple. Auction Items gladly accepted.

Saturday, April 14th, 2007
8:00-9:30 a.m. Sunrise Breakfast Buffet and
Mini-Mart Networking Session. Start the day off
right with a full breakfast buffet and another session of networking with our Association benefit
provider companies. Due to the success of the
last event, this program will be repeated and
networking partners have increased. Space is
limited – Register early for Great Door Prize Giveaways and a grand prize drawing of $250.00
9:30-11:30 SPOUSE EVENT – A shopping trip is
planned for the local boutiques of the area with
ample time to visit the specialty shops surrounding the Champion’s Gate Village.
9:45-12:00
CLASS V – ECLB # Pending
Approval
“Generation
Y-Understanding,
Managing and Motivating the New Work Force”
– 2 HRS CE Business (B) Necessary for License
Renewal. Presented by Mike Freiner, Brite Future
Electric, Ocoee, Fl. Mike will present a variety of
issues during this program including recruiting,
training, managing, recognizing and rewarding
our Generation “Y” employees. He’ll also focus
in on our U.S. Department of Labor statistics
regarding our construction workforce including
employment projections, an over-view of
apprenticeship training, the industry’s growth
potential until 2012 and many other pertinent
issues. This is an excellent program all employers
should attend – it will enlighten you greatly on
tomorrow’s workforce!
12:00-1:00 pm Lunch for All Attendees – Sit,
relax and visit with fellow contractors.
1:30-3:30 CLASS VI – ECLB # Pending Approval
“Grounding of Transformers and Compliance
with NEC 700-27 and 701.18- Selectivity” –2 HRS
CE Technical (T) Necessary for License Renewal.
Presented by Jeff Small, Specification Engineer,
General Electric, Florida. During the grounding
section of this program, Jeff will review NEC
Article 250 including definitions, safety considerations, system bonding jumpers, general requirements, effective ground fault current paths,
grounding and bonding and NEC 2005 Code
changes in Article 250.
3:30-On Free time to visit the area or relax by
the beautiful Pool and float down the “Lazy
River”.
In accordance with the American with
Disabilities Act, those individuals requiring
special accommodations or equipment
during the meeting should contact
headquarters well in advance of the
meeting at 407-260-1511.
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FAEC CENTRAL FLORIDA NEWS
President’s Message

FAEC/CF 2007 Calendar of Events
MAR 22
MAR 28
MAR 31
APR 5

By Mike Freiner, Bright Future Electric, FAEC/CF President
Happy New Year to All!

H

ere we go again, another
year gone and another
before us. Along with the New
Year comes new challenges and
opportunities. I had so much fun
working with the many fine
members of the FAEC/CF chapter last year; I accepted the position of President one more time.
As you all know 2006 was
a “do or die year for us”.
Fortunately we proved the theory that “perseverance and hard
work breeds success”. I am
proud to announce that we are
once again on solid ground and
we are ready to take our organization to the next level. None of
this could have been possible
without the support of our
members and the outstanding
p e rf o rmance of our Board of
Directors. I feel honored to have

the opportunity to work with
them again this year.
Our committees are already
off and running and you as
members can look forward to
some outstanding educational
programs, legislative updates,
networking opportunities, industry best practices and let’s not
forget the fun times at our many
recreational events.
Oh, by the way, we can
always use more help. If you
would like to assist on one of
our committees please contact
Cheryl at the FAEC/CF Office
and she will be happy to assist
you. (407-260-1511)
I will close with the following thought. The most valuable
gift you can give someone is the gift
of your knowledge.
Wishing you all a great and
prosperous New Year!

APR 11-14
MAY 3
JUNE 7
JUNE 15
JUNE 1
SUMMER TBA
JULY 12
AUG 2
AUG TBA
SEPT
SEPT 2
OCT 11
OCT 24-28
NOV 1
NOV TBA
DEC 6

Lunch Meeting - Code Update Panel
Educational Program - Joe Bell - Basic Blue Print Reading
FAEC/CF Bass Tournament - Lake Toho
Board of Directors Meeting 11:30am, Association
Headquarters
FAEC State Spring Conference - Champions Gate
Board of Directors Meeting - 11:30am, Association
Headquarters
Board of Directors Meeting - 11:30am, Association
Headquarters
Annual BBQ
Golf Tournament
Educational Program - Joe Bell - Job Foreman
Board of Directors Meeting - 11:30am, Association
Headquarters
Board of Directors Meeting - 11:30am, Association
Headquarters
Educational Program - Joe Bell - Estimating
Board of Directors Meeting - 11:30am, Association
Headquarters
Casino Night - Hilton Altamonte Springs
Board of Directors Meeting - 11:30am, Association
Headquarters
FAEC State Annual Convention - Riverwalk, Jacksonville
Board of Directors Meeting - 11:30am, Association
Headquarters
Table Top Expo
Board of Directors Meeting - 11:30am, Association
Headquarters

FAEC/CF Community Service Committee Report

T

hrough your participation, our association was able to give a $2,000
check to Camp Challenge for the renovation of their dining hall. I
met with Julie Nassar (Director of Development) and John Hazelton
(Camp Administrator) for a tour of the facilities. The camp is getting very
close to reaching their goal and hopes to get started soon. Our contribution was appreciated and we should get mentioned in their quarterly publication (Changing Lives).
Our three successful fundraisers—thanks to all—were raffles for a
bucket of cheer at State Convention, $200 Bass Pro Shop gift certificate at
the annual Bar-B-Q and volleyball tournament, and a mystery gift box at
our casino night. It was fun raising the money for a good cause.
The Board of Directors has expressed a desire to continue fundraising
this year and designating the money to Camp Challenge. Camp Challenge
is Florida’s only Easter Seal camp and is designed especially for children
and adults with physical disabilities.
May the year 2007 bring blessings to all with the gratification of helping others.
Sincerely,
Dave Morris, Committee Service Chairman

Unscheduled Absence Survey

W

hat does it cost you when some of your employees don’t come to
work? According to a CCH survey, unscheduled absences are at
their highest since 1999. Between 60% and 70% of those absent are missing due to reasons other than personal illness.
If you would like to see more information from this survey, it is available for $40 from www.hr.cch.com. You can also read about it in Workforce
Central Florida’s January 19th newsletter. www.enewsbuilder.net/wcf/.
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FAEC CENTRAL FLORIDA NEWS
NEC Through the Years
(or What I Learned from My Inspector)

DON’T MISS!!!

By Jamie Fugate, FEAT Program Director

I

n the last four FAEC newsletters, you
have read how the National
Electrical Code has changed over the
years. This article was going to be similar – how has the NEC changed over
the last 100 years?
In the 1907 NEC, the second paragraph of a page titled “General
Suggestions” says, “In all ways, special
attention must be paid to the mechanical execution of the work. Careful and
neat running, connecting, soldering,
taping of conductors and securing and
attaching of fittings, are especially conducive to security and efficiency, and
will be strongly insisted on.”
Fast forw a rd 100 years to our
newly-adopted 2005 NEC: “110.12
Mechanical Execution of Work.
Electrical equipment shall be installed
in a neat and workmanlike manner.”
Instead of researching all the intervening codes to see how that section had
evolved, I got caught up in memories…
The first time an inspector ever
cited that code in my personal experi-

ence was in Seminole County. An electrician in our company used surfacemounted EMT in an exposed location
about 16 feet above the floor in a large
warehouse. He did not use box offsets
and used 1-hole straps installed just a
few inches from the boxes. It was memorable for me, because I was the one
who was told to fix the problem!
The second time, in the City of
Orlando when trimming out, my helper
left 8 – 10 inches of romex in each box
and only stripped 3" of the jacket.
On the Internet, an electrician
posed the question: “If the purpose of
the NEC is the practical safeguarding
of persons and property, why do they
care if it’s installed in a workmanlike
manner?” That’s an interesting question… Could it be one of those
“catchall” code sections that cover a
multitude of elsewhere undefined problems?
When was the first (or last) time an
inspector taught you something about
the code?

FAEC/CF Bass
Tournament

Basic Blue Print
Reading

Saturday, March 31, 2007
Safe Light till 2:00pm
West Lake Toho at
Southport

Wednesday, March 28, 2007
6:00pm - 8:00pm

Entry Fee: $40.00
Prizes for 1st through
3rd Place
Lunch served after the
tournament
Door Prizes!
Please have the entry fee
and form in to FAEC/CF
by March 23, 2007 so we
can make accommodations
for lunch. All boats will be
sent out by the order in
which applications are
received.
SO HURRY...A BIG BASS
POT will be collected on
site prior to launch for all
interested. Big Bass Pot
Winner Take ALL!!!

Attendees will be
instructed on:
• Finding the “Red Flag”
items on plans and
specifications
• Understanding the lighting
and panel schedules
• Reviewing the electrical,
mechanical, architectural
and civil drawings
• Understanding symbols,
power notes and plans
notes
• Preparing plans for
estimating
**Space is Limited to 18 Students

Mid Florida Tech
Building 1600, Room 017
2900 West Oak Ridge Road,
Orlando
Members Only: $35.00pp
Non-Members $75.00pp
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